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HEM 0 RAND UK

TO:FROM:

Nursing Home Administrators-:~i~~ 

~ 0 r
Division of Health Licensing

SUBJECT: Provider-wide partial exception to the isolation room
and related air exchange requirements.as outlined in Regulation
61-17, Standards for Licensina Nursina Homes

Requirements on. the subject of negative pressure isolation rooms
are found in Regulation 61-17, Standard. for Lic@neina Nursing
Ramee, Sections X. (4) (a) and corresponding Table I, D. (3) (c) (1),
D.. (5) (c) &£ (d), and Y. (6) (f). Provisions of R61-17, Section
X. (4) (a) and corresponding Table I, require that isolation rooms
shall undergo a minimum of six (6) air changes per hour. We
recognize that the rigid enforcement of this standard in existing
nursing homes and proposed construction would work an extreme
hardship on nursing homes and would not necessarily serve to
promote the health and welfare of residents cared for in those
facilities. In the interest of establishing reasonable standards
which can be met by providers and yet do not compromise the
health and welfare of residents cared for in South Carolina
nursing homes we have determined that an alternative standard
will be considered as acceptable.

All nursing homes will be required to meet either the standards
outlined in R61-17, Sections X. (4) (a) and corresponding Table I,
and Y. (6) (f), for negative pressure isolation rooms or, as an
alternative:

1."A TB risk assessment shall be conducted in accordance
with CDC guidelines as outlined on pp. 54249-54256 of the
October 28, 1994 Federal Register (copy enclosed.)
(NOTE: All facilities must conduct an annual risk assessment
even if TB residents are not admitted.)

2. A written TB infection control plan shall be developed
and implemented as described on p. 54255 of the October 28,
1994, Federal Register.
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3. Ris~ assessments performed by ind~vidual facilities are
expected to result in most nursing homes being categorized
as very low risk facilities. Very low risk nursing homes
will only be required to develop a written TB control plan
including transfer policy (of sputum-positive pulmonary TB
residents to an appropriate acute care f~cility.)

4. 

If risK assessment results indicate low, intermediate or
high risK, a written TB control plan and a negative pressure
room which meets R61-17, Section X. (4) (a) and corresponding
Table-I standards, will be required.

S. Nursing homes may accept residents with sputum-positive
pulmonary TB and provide appropriate treatmen~ in the
nursing home, provided that CDC guidelines are met (such as
negative pressure isolation rooms.) (Reference DHEC
Regulation 61-17, Section D. (3) (~) (l).J

6. When nursing home residents with sputum-positive
pulmonary TB are to remain in the nursing home for treatment
instead of being transferred to another facility,
appropriate isolation procedures will follow CDC guidelines,
including those pertaining to negative pressure
requirements. (Reference DHBC Regulation 61-17, Section
D. (5) (c) &; (d»).

7. Nursing homes which are determined to be "minimal risk"
or "very low risk" are not required to have negative
pressure isolation rooms. [Reference DHBC Regulation 61-17,
Section X. (4) (a), especially Table I as it pertains to
"setable" air pressure requirements for isolation rooms.}

QUESTIONS/CLARIFICATION ON THIS EXCEPTION

No application is required for the exception to be granted.
Relevant citations will not be issued if this memorandum is
followed. Providers should contact the Division of Health
Licensing at DHBC (telephone number -(803)737-7202] on licensure
questions; DHBC's TB Control Division (telephone number -(803)
737-4150] should be contacted for clarification of TB and/or CDC
issues.

AS:DG:ms

Enclosure

Bill Lafferty
David CUllum
Karen Reeves

Douglas E. Bryant
Alice Truluck
Carol Pozsik

cc:
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TABLE 2. Elements of a TB infection-control program -Continued <
2-

~--
2
0"
~
~

w

to clinicians, infection-control
practitioners, collaborating referral
facilities, and appropriate healthdepartment(s) , N/A R R R R

Protocol for initiating treatment of
patients who may have active TB** N/A R R R R

Managing patients who may have TB in
ambulatory-care settings and emergency
departments (Section II.D)

Triage system for identifying patients
who have active TB in emergency
departments and ambulatory-care
settings R R R R R

Protocol for managing patients who may
have active TB in emergency
departments and ambulatory-care
settings R R R R R

Protocol for referring patients who may
have active TB to collaborating facility R R N/Att N/Att N/Att

Managing hospitalized patients who may
have TB (Section II.E)

Appropriate number of TB isolation
rooms§§ N/A N/A R R R

Protocol for initiating TB isolation N/A N/A R R R
Protocol for TB isolation practices N/A N/A R R R
Protocol for discontinuing TB isolation N/A N/A R R R
Protocol for discharge planning N/A N/A R R R

Engineering controls (Suppl. 3, Section II,F)

Protocol(s) for maintenance of
engineering controls 01 O§ R R R

Respiratory protection (Suppl. 4,
Section II.G)

Respiratory protection program N/A V* R R R
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TABLE 2. Elements of a TB infection-control program -Continued

Risk categories

R RR RR

Protocol for investigating possible
contacts of TB patients who were not
diagnosed initially as having TB and
were not placed in isolation

Coordination with the public health
department (Section II.U

Effective system for reporting patients
who have suspected or confirmed TB
to appropriate health department(s) RR RR

R=recommended; Y=yearly; C=continual; N/A=not applicable; O=optional; V=variable.
*Because very low-risk facilities do not admit patients who may have active TB to inpatient areas, most HCWs in such facilities do

not need routine follow-up PPD screening after baseline PPD testing is done. However, those who are involved in the initial
assessment and diagnostic evaluation of patients in the ambulatory-care, emergency, and admitting departments of such facilities
or in the outpatient management of patients with active TB could be exposed potentially to a patient who has active TB. These
HCWs may need to receive routine periodic PPD screening. Similarly, these HCWs may need to be included in a respiratory protection

program.t Because very low-risk facilities do not admit patients suspected of having active TB, review of TB patient medical records is not
applicable. However, follow-up of patients who were identified during triage as possibly having active TB and referred to another
institution for further evaluation and management may be useful in evaluating the effectiveness of the triage system.

§ Some minimal or very low-risk facilities may elect to use engineering controls (e.g., booths for cough-inducing procedures, portable
high-efficiency particulate [HEPA] filtration units, ultraviolet germicidal irradiation units) in triage/waiting areas. In such situations,
appropriate protocols for maintaining this equipment should be in place, and this maintenance should be evaluated periodically.

'The criteria used in clinical prediction rules will probably vary from facility to facility depending on the prevalence of TB in the
population served by the facility and on the clinical, radiographic, and laboratory characteristics of TB patients examined in the

facility.
**The protocols should be consistent with CDC/American Thoracic Society recommendations (33).
tt Protocols for referring patients who require specialized treatment (e.g., patients with multidrug-resistant TB) may be appropriate.
§§ Based on maximum daily number of patients requiring TB isolation for suspected or confirmed active TB. Isolation rooms should

meet the performance criteria specified in these guidelines.
"If such procedures are used in the triage protocol(s) for identifying patients who may have active TB.

*** Minimal-risk facilities do not need to maintain an ongoing PPD skin-testing program. However, baseline PPD testing of HCWs may
be advisable so that if an unexpected exposure does occur, conversions can be distinguished from positive PPD test results caused

by previous exposures.
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